Please see the FDA press release below regarding its Food Defense online courses. Food defense is the
protection of food items from intentional adulteration by chemical, biological, radiological, or physical
agents.
The FDA is providing these courses to educate food service operators, employees, and other food
professionals. Feel free to share this information with food service operators within your jurisdiction.
The Ohio Department of Health Food Safety Program recommends that food sanitarians also educate
themselves on food defense.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------June 5, 2013

Dear Colleague,
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has revamped its online food defense courses to help
bolster the food industry’s defense measures against an act of intentional food contamination.
The revamped courses, entitled “Food Defense 101,” have been updated to address the types of
intentional contamination that have occurred in the United States in recent years and the FDA’s most
current thinking on how to forestall or minimize the impact of such incidents. The courses also have
been integrated into one module, so users can now more easily find the information.
The four courses are: 1) Food Defense Awareness for Professionals; 2) Food Defense Awareness for
Frontline Employees; 3) FDA Regulations, which speaks to three federal regulations established to help
protect the nation’s food supply; and 4) Alert, which is for owners and operators of food facilities to
help them protect their facilities from the threat of intentional contamination.
Food Defense 101 is available to industry and the public at no charge. For additional information on
FDA’s food defense resources and to access Food Defense 101, please visit:
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodDefense/ToolsEducationalMaterials/ucm353774.htm
This message is being broadcast by the Office of Partnerships (formerly known as the Division of FederalState Relations).

Respectfully,
Jamie Higley, RS, REHS
Food Safety Program Administrator
Ohio Department of Health
Bureau of Environmental Health
Phone: (614) 644-8659
Fax: (614) 466-4556

